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“It doesn’t matter what
sport you use, what
matters is having
clear aims and
objectives and being
able to measure
impact in development
terms”
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Executive Summary and CEO Report
Jackie Lauff

Welcome to the first annual report for Sport
Matters. It is my pleasure to present this report
that details our activities in our foundation year –
and it has been a big one!
Sport Matters was registered on 23 September 2011 in Sydney, Australia, on the
eve of our team’s departure to South Africa for our first partnership project. Sport
Matters has come to life through the passion and commitment of the people in our
team that have made it all possible.
One of the key elements that defined our foundation year was an emphasis on
governance and I would like to acknowledge and thank our Board of Directors for
their leadership, vision and belief. Darren Fittler from Gilbert and Tobin Lawyers
has been invaluable for his legal expertise and advice on navigating the non-profit
landscape in Australia, and the Code of Conduct team at the Australian Council
for International Development have been of great source of guidance. We have
received some very generous support and creative input from our suppliers and
would particularly like to thank Alys Martin for designing our logo and branding, and
Nicholas Morris for developing our website.
This year has been particularly inspiring for me to see the impact that Sport Matters
has already had in the communities we’ve worked with in South Africa, Fiji and
Laos. Wherever I go, people are so supportive of the values and the purpose of Sport
Matters. This is reflected in our growing team of volunteers who have contributed
their time and expertise from Brisbane, Cambodia, Canberra, Darwin, Germany,
Gold Coast, Melbourne and Sydney.
It has been an exciting journey and the stage is set for Sport Matters. We look
forward to the year ahead with a strong vision to expand our impact in Australia and
overseas.

Congratulations to our co-founder
Liesl Tesch for bringing home a GOLD
MEDAL in Sailing at the London 2012
Paralympic Games!
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Jackie Lauff
Chairperson & CEO
Sport Matters
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Who we are

Sport Matters uses the power of sport for more than sport.

Our Vision

More sport. Less poverty.

Our Mission

To make a positive and long-lasting
impact on development in Australia
and developing countries with a focus
on the Pacific, Asia and Africa through
Innovation, Measurement, Partnerships,
Advocacy, Capacity-building and
Technical assistance.

Our Values

Sustainability - a long-term
commitment to social change
Participation - building communities
through active participation of
individuals and families.
Opportunity – creating opportunities for
individuals, communities and nations
through sport.
Respect - and learning from the values
& culture of people we work with
Tenacity - in advocating for human
rights through a relentless belief in the
power of sport

www.sportmatters.org.au

In developed countries, most
people take for granted the lessons,
opportunities and the education that
comes from participating in sport. In
developing communities where people
often have limited access to health
care, education and employment, sport
can play a significant role in improving
quality of life and uniting communities.

Using a rights-based approach Sport
Matters combines sport and play with
other non-sport outcomes to achieve
specific development goals. These
goals might be in the areas of health,
education, economic development,
disaster, peace and the environment and
Sport Matters tailors solutions to meet
community needs.

Access to sport and physical activity is a
fundamental human right. Sport is well
recognised internationally as a low-cost
and high-impact tool for development
and a powerful agent for social change.
It is a culturally accepted activity that
brings people together and unites
families, communities and nations.

Sport Matters is an Australian-based
NGO, and an independent registered
charity with no religious or political
affiliations. We believe that everyone
should have the choice and opportunity
to participate in sport, for life!
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what we do
• Advocacy

We raise the profile in Australia and
internationally of the power of sport
to achieve development outcomes
and advocate for human rights.
Sport Matters attended the following
conferences, forums and events

• Innovation

We take a fresh approach to
development using sport where it
hasn’t been applied before. One of
our innovations in 2012 in partnership
with Enable Development was the
introduction of Wheelout, a wheelchair
basketball fundraising event with
proceeds supporting our international
programs. The inaugural Wheelout@
ANU event took place in Canberra on
3 August 2012 and raised funds for
Wheelout Solomon Islands.

• Partnerships

• Measurement

We develop effective monitoring
and evaluation strategies, clear
program goals and objectives and
logical processes to measure impact
in development terms. Sport Matters
designed a monitoring and evaluation
framework for ChildFund Laos to
measure the impact of its new sport
and play initiative that promotes voice,
power and agency in children and youth.
The strategy supported ChildFund Laos’
existing measurement frameworks and
incorporated participatory approaches
such as Village Record Books, monthly
interviews and Most Significant Change
stories.

We create new partnerships and ongoing relationships between the aid and
development sector, the sport sector and community organisations. Our
partnership approach in Laos brought together ChildFund Laos and the Lao Rugby
Federation to introduce a sustainable sport for development program targeting
children and youth across twelve villages in Laos.
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In Australia
• One Just World forum on Tackling
Global Poverty through Sport
GEELONG
• Co-hosted a one-day Practitioner
Interest Forum with the Australian
Disability and Development
Consortium (ADDC) on Disability,
Sport and Development CANBERRA
• One Just World forum on Disability
Inclusive Development CANBERRA
• Joined the panel at One Just World
forums in Brisbane and Townsville
on Tackling Global Poverty with
the Olympic Spirit BRISBANE &
TOWNSVILLE
• Australian Council for International
Development Council CANBERRA
• Delivered a key note address at
Austraining’s Australian Volunteer
Pre-departure training MELBOURNE
Internationally
• Disabled Peoples’ International World
Congress – Durban, SOUTH AFRICA
• Presented two papers at 2nd
International Sport and Development
Conference, University of the Western
Cape – SOUTH AFRICA
• Beyond Sport Summit – Cape Town,
SOUTH AFRICA
• Presented two papers at Disability
Sport: A vehicle for social change?,
University of Coventry UNITED KINGDOM
• Joined the Australian delegation to the
Forum Disability Ministers Meeting Port Moresby, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

www.sportmatters.org.au
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One Just World Panel – Townsville QLD

Austraining Volunteer event
– Melbourne VIC

“Access to sport, leisure and recreation
is a human right not an optional extra”

• Capacity-building

We design strategies that enhance
the abilities of individuals and
organisations to build social capital as
well as develop knowledge, skills and
attitudes. We enable local community
sport for development programs to
create sustainable solutions to meet
their development needs.
SOUTH AFRICA
In October 2011 Sport Matters delivered
two train-the-trainer basketball
workshops in Elandsdoorn (Limpopo)
and Mitchell’s Plain (Cape Town)
South Africa in partnership with
RESPO International using basketball
to promote the rights of people with
disabilities.

www.sportmatters.org.au

FIJI
In November and December 2011,
Sport Matters delivered a sport for
development workshop in Fiji for
representatives of national and regional
Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs)
in partnership with the Australian
Sports Commission and their Australian
Sports Outreach Project in Fiji.
LAOS
In July and August 2012, Sport Matters
delivered a comprehensive sport for
development project in partnership
with ChildFund Laos and Lao Rugby
Federation, to support ChildFund
Laos’ Child and Youth Participation for
Development project. Sport Matters
trained 52 Youth Leaders who are
expected to have an impact on over
5,500 children and youth in twelve target
villages in the Nonghet district in Laos.

• Technical Assistance

We support and advise organisations
in strategy development for new
and existing programs and deliver
professional development workshops
for staff. In November and December
2011, Sport Matters provided technical
assistance to the Australian Sports
Commission for the re-design of the
Australian Sports Outreach Program
(ASOP) in Fiji. Consultations included
surveys, focus groups and interviews
with a range of stakeholders including;
national sport federations, Disabled
People’s Organisations (DPOs),
government and community partners.
Sport Matters also participated in three
theory of change consultations with
the Australian Agency for International
Development (AusAID) conducted in
Melbourne and Fiji, with a focus on
disability inclusive development through
sport in the Pacific.
5
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Governance

From left: Adrian Lauff, Atma Maharaj, Belinda Barnier, Jackie Lauff, Liesl Tesch & Michael Pilbrow

• Governance Structure

Sport Matters is a Company Limited by Guarantee registered in NSW (ACN: 153 389
676) and a recognised Charitable Institution with the Australian Taxation Office.
Our voluntary board provides strategic advice and direction for the organisation
and brings a wealth of experience in the corporate and not-for-profit sectors
across sport, international development, finance, marketing, sponsorship and
fundraising. There were six Directors at the end of the financial year with three
founding Directors and three Directors appointed on 3 April 2012.

• The Board of Directors

Atma Maharaj is currently CEO of Latitude 12 Pty Ltd. His previous appointments include Chief Executive Officer
at Fiji Investment Corporation Limited
and General Manager of Toyota Tsusho
(South Seas) Ltd. Atma has served as a
Board Member and Director of a range
of Commercial, Public and Civic institutions. He has outstanding experience in
Sports Leadership at National, Regional
and International levels, including being
Secretary-General and Vice President of
the National Olympic Committee of Fiji,
and various Team Fiji leadership roles to
6

8 Olympic Games. Atma is a Chartered
Accountant, a Fellow of the Australian
Institute of Management, a Member
of the Australian Institute of Company
Directors and a Senior Member of the
Australian Computer Society. Originally
from Fiji, Atma is now based in Darwin
Belinda Barnier grew up in Sydney and
moved to Canberra to start a family in
Canberra in 1987. In 1988, she established her own advertising business
which grew to include business development, sponsorship and event man-

agement. In 1995, Belinda created the
“Corporate Club” a corporate entertaining and development program for the
Canberra Theatre Centre. This strategic
program grew sponsorship for the Arts
in the nation’s capital and provided
reliable funding and corporate partnerships until 2002. Belinda hold’s the
position of Senior Executive responsible
for Workplace Giving & Matched Gifts
for Australian Red Cross. Prior to this
role she was responsible for Marketing,
Fundraising and Communications for
Red Cross in the ACT and region. In her
capacity as a volunteer, Belinda Chairs
the Fundraising Committee for Technical
Aids for Disabled ACT (TADACT) and supports humanitarian work in Timor-Leste
and Vanuatu. In January of this year
Belinda was awarded “Australian Red
Cross Fundraiser of the Year 2011” by
her peers and in March “2012 National
Winner Fundraising Institute of Australia
(FIA) Fundraising Marketing Campaign
PaidAid Workplace Giving Program” for
the Australian Red Cross. Belinda’s passions in life are a healthy and engaged
community, the arts and travel.
Michael Pilbrow has been working in
international development for 20 years.
For over 10 years, he worked for the
Australian Government’s official aid
agency, AusAID, in key policy, multilateral and Southeast Asian program
roles. He was the senior Australian aid
representative in Thailand, and also
worked in the office of the Australian
Minister for Development Cooperation
and Pacific Island Affairs. Since 2003,
he has been a consultant providing
advice and leading projects for clients
in Australia and overseas, focused on
strategic planning, project development
and relationship-building. Michael has a
Bachelor of Economics (Honours) from
Monash University. He is currently the
Chairman of the West Belconnen Health
Cooperative, Founder and past Coordinator of the Charnwood Community
Carnival and has had long involvement
with junior sport as a coach, manager,
umpire and committee member (across
AFL, soccer, cricket and athletics).

www.sportmatters.org.au
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Michael is a Member of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors and the
Council of Small Business of Australia,
and an ACT Finalist for the Australian
of the Year Local Hero Award in 2012.
Michael lives near Canberra and has
offices in Canberra and Yass.
Adrian Lauff has worked in corporate
finance for over 10 years in Australia
and the United Kingdom, and also ran
a successful wholesale/distribution
business for 5 years. He brings a wealth
of experience in the areas of corporate
finance, financial accounting, strategic
planning, supply chain and operations
from a variety of roles in companies
such as; Corporate Express, Aristocrat Leisure, Electronic Arts and Glaxo
SmithKline. He is a Certified Practicing
Accountant in Australia and is currently
Commercial Manager in one of Australia’s top 10 listed companies. Adrian is an
avid sportsman with a passion for football and motor-racing. At the club level
Adrian has been involved in football as a
player, coach, referee and administrator.
He is a firm believer in the universal
language of sport and that all people,
from as young as possible, should have
both the opportunity and access to participate in sport across multiple sporting
codes. A devoted parent and family man,
Adrian was born and raised in Sydney
where he lives with his young family.

Liesl Tesch is a Paralympian, a high
school teacher and is passionate about
the benefits of creating sporting opportunities for people with disabilities.
Liesl played professional wheelchair
basketball in Spain, Italy and France,
and continues to support the development of women’s wheelchair basketball
in Australia and around the world. Liesl
has coached wheelchair basketball and
worked to develop sport for people with
disabilities in a number of international communities. Liesl has Bachelor of
Science, with a major interest in Human
Development Geography, a Diploma in
Education and works as a motivational
speaker. Liesl recently retired from the
Australian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team, the Gliders (with two Silver
and one Bronze Medal) and won a Gold
Medal in Paralympic Sailing at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. Liesl lives
and works on the Central Coast of NSW.

Jackie Lauff is a sport and development
practitioner who has worked in various
roles within local, national and international sport organisations in Australia,
Fiji, Germany and China. Jackie has an
undergraduate degree in Occupational
Therapy, a Master of International and
Community Development from Deakin University and a Master of Adapted
Physical Activity with the Norwegian
School of Sport Sciences. She has
coordinated international seminars on
Sport in Post-Disaster Intervention and
Sport Leadership, and also lectured
at the Australian College of Physical
Education in Inclusive Coaching. Jackie
is a member of the Executive Committee
of the Australian Disability and Development Consortium, the Rotary E-Club
of Greater Sydney and a reviewer for
the International Journal of Sport and
Development. Currently, Jackie is CEO
of Sport Matters and is based in Sydney.

• Meetings of Directors
Five board meetings were held during the period (23/09/11, 05/10/11, 03/04/12, 02/07/12, and 24/09/12).

• Attendance Matrix
Director

Position

No. Meetings
Attended

No Meetings
Eligible to Attend

Jacqueline Lauff (Founding Director)

Chairperson and CEO

5

5

Adrian Lauff (Founding Director)

Secretary and Public Officer

5

5

Liesl Tesch (Founding Director)

Sole Member

5

5

Atma Maharaj (appointed 03/04/12)

Non-Executive Director

3

3

Belinda Barnier (appointed 03/04/12)

Non-Executive Director

3

3

Michael Pilbrow (appointed 03/04/12)

Non-Executive Director

2

3

www.sportmatters.org.au
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• Principal Activities

The purpose and objectives of the company are to relieve the poverty, distress,
helplessness, disability, disadvantage and misfortune of individuals and
communities in Australia and in developing countries.
The strategies for achieving these objectives during the year included:
1. developing, implementing, coordinating, managing, monitoring and evaluating
projects and initiatives that:
• incorporate the fundamentals of best practice based on integrity, transparency
and accountability;
• draw upon the spirit, power and love of sport to drive development goals;
• are sustainable and innovative;
• are underpinned by principles and practices of consultation and inclusion; and
• properly consider and incorporate the specific and unique circumstances and
culture of the individuals and communities the company aids;
2. collaborating with communities, organisations, business, government and
international bodies to further the company’s purpose;
3. increasing the awareness of individuals, communities, business and government
about the processes for and benefits of using sport in development;
4. conducting research into the use of sport in development (including Australianbased and international research); and
5. doing all other things necessary for or ancillary to the fulfilment of the purpose
and activities of the company.

Sport Matters Board of Directors with
Phil Butler from AICD in Canberra

• Accreditation

• Feedback

• Fundraising

• Appointed Auditor

Our office:

• Insurance

Sport Matters is working towards
membership with the Australian Council
for International Development (ACFID)
and is committed to full adherence to
the ACFID Code of Conduct.
Sport Matters appointed Ken Wright of
Meagher, Howard and Wright in Bondi
Junction as the company auditor for the
year ended 31 October 2012.

• Remuneration

In accordance with section 11.3 (a) of
Sport Matters’ Constitution, Directors
will not receive any payment for acting
as a Director. In 2012, no payment
was made to any director for acting as
a Director. Remuneration paid to the
Chief Executive Officer was $20,640
during the financial period ended 31
October 2012.

• Awards

Liesl Tesch, received the University of
NSW Career Development Award at the
NSW Institute of Sport Annual Awards
Dinner for her contribution to Sport
Matters during a Paralympic year. Sport
Matters received AUD $500 for the
award.
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Sport Matters is committed to
transparency and integrity in its
actions and welcomes feedback from
our partners, donors and the public.
Feedback is welcomed via:

Phone:
Fax
Our CEO:
Our Board:

Level 32/1 Market Street
Sydney NSW 2000
AUSTRALIA
+61 2 8090 2343
+61 2 8076 8605
jackie.lauff@sportmatters.
org.au
liesl.tesch@sportmatters.
org.au

For further information on ACFID or to
report alleged breaches to the ACFID
Code of Conduct Committee, please
contact ACFID directly:
ACFID office:	Private Bag 3
Deakin ACT 2600
AUSTRALIA
Phone:
+61 2 6285 1816
Fax:
+61 2 6285 1720
Website:
www.acfid.asn.au

Itemised fundraising and administration
costs are included in the full financial
statements. Sport Matters appreciates
the generous contributions from our
donors and supporters.
Sport Matters has purchased Public &
Products Liability, Directors and Officers
Liability, Professional Liability, and
Travel insurance policies.

• Acknowledgements

Sport Matters would like to
acknowledge the in-kind contributions
from Gilbert and Tobin Lawyers
(Sydney), Corporate Executive Offices
(Sydney) and Contentgroup (Canberra)
for providing meeting rooms for
quarterly board meetings and strategic
planning workshops. Our board also
acknowledges Phil Butler at the ACT
Division of the Australian Institute
of Company Directors (AICD) for
conducting a workshop on corporate
governance with emphasis on the nonprofit sector.

www.sportmatters.org.au
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Summary Financial Report 2011 – 2012
The Summary Financial Report is an extract of the Full Financial Report of Sport Matters for the year ended 31 October 2012
and has been prepared in accordance with Accounting Standards AASB 1039, the Corporations Act 2001 and the ACFID Code
of Conduct requirements. For further information on the Code please refer to the ACFID Code of Conduct Guidance Document
available at www.acfid.asn.au.
The financial statements and specific disclosures included in the Summary Financial Report have been derived from the
Full Financial Report. The Summary Financial Report cannot be expected to provide as full an understanding of the financial
performance, financial position and financing and investing activities of the company as the Financial Report. Further financial
information can be obtained from the Financial Report which is available on request from Sport Matters.

www.sportmatters.org.au
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Statement of financial position
as at 31 October 2012

Notes

2012
$ AUD

Current Assets
Cash at Bank

3

Trade and Other Receivables

3,580
0

Current Tax Liabilities/Refunds

2,829

Other

353
0

Inventories
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

6,762

Non-Current Assets
Property, Plant & Equipment

0

Trade and other receivables

0

Intangibles

0

Other non-current assets

0

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS

0

TOTAL ASSETS

6,762

Current Liabilities
Trade and Other Payables
Provisions
Borrowings
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

0
6

2,500
0
2,500

Non-Current Liabilities
Provisions

0

Payables

0

Borrowings
Other

10,500
0

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

10,500

TOTAL LIABILITIES

13,000

NET ASSETS

(6,238)

Equity
Reserves
Retained Earnings

0
0

Current Year Surplus/Deficit

(6,238)

TOTAL EQUITY

(6,238)

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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Statement of Comprehensive Income
for the period 23 September 2011 to 31 October 2012
Total $AUD
Income
Donations & Gifts -Monetary - NSW & QLD

1,025

Donations & Gifts - Non Monetary

95, 860

Donations and Gifts

96,885

AUSAID

0

Other Australian

0

Other Overseas - ChildFund Laos

27,600

Grants

27,600

Fundraising - O/S Specific - Wheelout @ ANU (ACT)

1,395

Fundraising - Aust Specific

0

Fundraising - Aust Non Specific

0

Other Income

1,395

TOTAL INCOME

125,880

Expenditure
International Aid & Development Expenditure
Funds to International Programs - ChildFund Laos

20,749

Program Support Costs

0

Community Education

0

Fundraising Costs - Wheelout @ ANU (ACT)

177

Accountability & Admin Costs

15,332

Non-Monetary Expenditure

95,860

International Political or Religious Adherence Promotion Program

0

TOTAL INTERNATIONAL AID & DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE

132, 118

Domestic Aid & Development Expenditure
Funds to Domestic Programs

0

Program Support Costs

0

Community Education

0

Fundraising Costs

0

Accountability & Admin Costs

0

Domestic Political or Religious Adherence Promotion Program

0

TOTAL DOMESTIC AID & DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE

0

Excess/(Shortfall) of Receipts over Payments

(6,238)

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

www.sportmatters.org.au
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Statement of Changes in Equity
for the period 23 September 2011 to 31 October 2012
Notes

Retained

Reserves

Other

Total

$ AUD

$ AUD

$ AUD

$ AUD

Balance as at 23 September 2011

0

0

0

0

Excess of Revenue over expenditure

0

0

0

0

Shortfall of Revenue over expenditure

(6,238)

0

0

(6,238)

Earnings
2012

Transfer to reserves

0

0

0

0

Balance at 31 October 2012

(6,238)

0

0

(6,238)

 	 	 	 	 	 

Table of Cash Movements
for Designated Purposes

for the period 23 September 2011 to 31 October 2012
Cash available
at the beginning of the
financial period

Cash raised
during the financial
period

Cash disbursed
during the financial
period

Cash available
at end of financial
period

Child and Youth Participation for
Development Laos

0

27,600

25,238

2,362

Wheelout@ANU

0

1,395

177

1,218

Total for other non-designated purposes

0

1,025

1,025

-

Other purposes

0

10,500

10,500

-

Balance at 31 October 2012

0

40,520

36,940

3,580

* All figures shown in $ AUD

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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Our Board of Directors
Jackie Lauff
Liesl Tesch
Adrian Lauff
Atma Maharaj
Belinda Barnier
Michael Pilbrow

Our Volunteers
Angela Li
Elissa Barden
Gabrielle Hall
Huy Nguyen
Jason Bremner
Kerry Tavrou
Megan Sharkey
Phillip Riddington
Sophia Gerakios
Tionette Stoddard
Weh Yeoh

Our Partners

Australian Disability and Development Consortium
ChildFund Laos
Enable Development
Lao Rugby Federation
RESPO International

Our Suppliers
Alys Martin 		
alysmartindesign.com

Darren Fittler		
Gilbert and Tobin Lawyers
Fiona Ferguson		
Sleepish
Nicholas Morris
Nicholas Morris Web Design

Our Memberships & Affiliations

Australian Disability and Development Consortium
African Network on Physical Education and Sport
Australian Pacific Islands Disability Support
Connecting Up
International Platform on Sport and Development

“Sport has the power

to change the world
It has the power to

inspire

It has the power to

unite

in a way that little else does.”

Nelson Mandela

Level 32/1 Market Street Sydney NSW 2000 AUSTRALIA
www.sportmatters.org.au

